Topeka Art Guild & Gallery
May 2019 Newsletter

Student Scholarship Awards
The Topeka Art Guild Student Scholarships were awarded
at the May First Friday reception. The winners, pictured
here from left to right, are Maelin Turner, Meredith Lewis,
and Zoe Burkholder. Meredith Lewis, a student from
Seaman High School, was the top winner and received
$1000. Her work will be featured in the Topeka Art Guild
Gallery in August. Maelin Turner, a student at Jefferson
West High School received $200 as a runner up and will be
showing at TAG in the month of June. Zoe Burkholder,
another runner up, also received $200. She is from
Washburn Rural High School and her artwork will be
featured in July. Judges for the scholarship award were
TAG members Ellen Duncan and Rob Walker. All scholarship entrants were awarded a one year
TAG membership.
Congratulations to Meridith, Maelin, and Zoe!

Security Benefit Academy Project
The Security Benefit Academy project is celebrating its first anniversary! The students at the
preschool for SB employee children have enjoyed the artwork provided by TAG artists over this
past year. The artwork, which is displayed in the entryway to the childcare facility can be viewed
and admired by parents as well and can be priced for sale.
Classroom teachers are encouraged to develop lessons plans around the themes, techniques, and
mediums that they see represented. The goal is to begin to expose children to the fine arts at a
young age. Kris Luber has done a wonderful job of organizing this project. She comes up with
imaginative themes, corrals the artwork, and finds volunteers to help her hang the exhibit at the
Academy. The delightful results of her efforts can be seen in previous newsletters. A photograph
and news blurb about the current exhibit “Bright and Colorful” is included in this month’s
newsletter.
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The exhibit changes every two months. Upcoming SBA show themes for next year are as follows.
August/September “Splash of Color; October/November “Sky Blue Pink”; December/January
“Can you see what I hear?”; February/March “Where are you going ~ and how are you going to
get there?”; April/May “Night Scenes”; June/July “Bright Lights”. Think ahead about what art
work you may have or want to create that would fit into any of these themes. Watch the
newsletter for specific deadline dates for each show.
The deadline for the June/July 2019 exhibit is Saturday, June 8 at noon. The theme is “Things
With Wings”. This is a wide open topic since not only flying creatures like bugs and birds have
wings, but also flying machines like airplanes and gliders, and there are other kinds of wings, for
example the Bloch wing at the Nelson Atkins, buffalo chicken wings, wingchairs . . . the list could
go on and on. Please write a short paragraph that describes something about your painting,
yourself, your inspiration, or your technique. These statements will be helpful to the teachers
when they discuss your painting with their students.
If you have any questions about this fun opportunity to show your work, please contact Kris
Luber at 785.633.4482 or Krisluber@prodigy.net.

Notes and News
•

Artists who sold in April were Becky Drager, Fred Appelhanz, and Albo Glass.

•

Johanna Hanks has artwork included in the “Black & White” exhibit at SouthWind
Gallery through the end of June. She also has a piece in the “Pop of Color” show
which will be up through the end of May. Johanna is also exhibiting at the Kansas
Corporation Commission at 1500 Arrowhead Road.

•

Pradeep Bangalore will be showing at NexLynx Gallery from June 7 through June 28.

•

Kris Luber will be showing at SouthWind, NOTO Arts Center, 39 West, and NexLynx
in Topeka and the Symphony in the Flint Hills Gallery in Cottonwood Falls during
the month of May.

•

Bernadette Robbins has work at Amused in NOTO, and More than Lemons in Holton.

•

Longtime member, Paul Boatwright, passed away. Condolences to his family and
loved ones.

•

Volunteers are needed to help process the submission of art pieces on Entry Day.
Please respond to this newsletter or contact the TAG office if you would like to help.

•

Members are encouraged to contribute treats for our First Friday receptions. They
can be brought in from 11:00-5:00 each first Friday of the month.

•

Call for Art: 39 West is requesting pieces that are nudes or otherwise are intended
to promote body positivity for their BADASS: Artistic Celebration of Body Positivity.
They will be accepting pieces June 12-15. Please contact them with any questions
(785.422.8994).

•

A reminder that past newsletters as well as the current newsletter can be found at
our website topekaartguild.org. Click the newsletter tab and select Archives for
past issues.

•

Please submit news about your upcoming shows or other information that would be
of interest to cynthiaeinspahr26@gmail.com or leave a note in her mailbox at the
Gallery.

UPCOMING EVENTS
June 7

5:00-8:00

First Friday reception.

June 8

noon

Deadline for Security Benefit Academy exhibit.

June 15

4:30

Executive Committee meeting. All members welcome to attend.

Every
Thursday

2:00-4:00

Watercolor Paint Along.

The Topeka Art Guild Annual Business Meeting was held May 14. Incoming board members
are Diane Wurzer, Mike Locke, Hugh Mitchell, and Suzy Smith. They will join the existing
members on the Executive Committee: Lila Bartel, Mary Bauer, Naomi Cashman, Phyllis Cory,
Cynthia Einspahr, Dorethy Hancock, Mike Keil, Leanne Kilmer, Kris Luber, John Riordan, and
Karol Sutherland .
Outgoing members are Marie Plinsky and Charles Benton. Thank you to Charles and Marie for
their years of service on the Executive Committee!
Dorethy Hancock has agreed to take on the role of chair for the Executive Committee.

Greetings, artists!
Thank you for giving me the opportunity of
serving as your “President,” “Chair-person,”
“Moderator,” or whatever this position is! For
my own clarification—and not that you require
it—I want to set a sort of “mission statement”
for my “administration.” (That sounds way too
grand, but it only means “to minister to…”)
I believe that the Topeka Art Guild is one of, if not THE best art organization in
Topeka. We are not simply a gallery, but a Guild. We are a gathering-together of
artistically-minded people from all kinds of different backgrounds and skill levels,
wishing to have a place to share their creative experiences with others and educate
people in the community about art. It’s a wonderful way that amateurs in the field,
who may have, like myself, arrived on the scene in retirement years, and have a place
to share our work. Our gallery is personal. There is an energy of camaraderie here,
rather than a feeling of competition.
This being the case, I invite ALL of our members to GET INVOLVED! THERE IS A
PLACE FOR YOU TO SHINE HERE! Our “Board” members (officially, we’re the
“Executive Committee,” but many still use the old terminology) are not interested in
doing this work by themselves. WE NEED YOU! Financially, we are in trouble if we do
not immediately branch out with new activities and new “blood” to propel us forward
into another century of being in existence.
So my mission—and yours, if you should choose to accept it—is to make this Guild
the best it can be by being open to new ideas, while yet adhering to standards in
presentation, and continuing to be warm, welcoming and eager to share our talents.
Next time a Board member asks you if you’d like to be part of a committee, please say
YES! THANK YOU!
Namaste,
Dorethy Hancock

May 2019
Featured High School
Mater Dei and Hayden

Artist of the Month

Steve Zimmerman

