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Member Newsletter 

April 2021 

 

If you have not been to the gallery since it            

reopened with the Spring Show, you are in for 

a treat. Fifty pieces are on the walls submitted 

by 20 of our member artists. 

Juror, Monette Mark chose C.T. (Fred ) Hsia’s 

watercolor “Catch the Morning Flight” as the 

first place winner, “Lavender Fields Forever” 

fabric art by Kathy Menzie for second place 

and the mixed media piece, “Harengracht    

Canal” by Mike Sondgeroth for Third. 

Honorable Mentions went to Becky Drager, 

Lila Bartel, Charles Benton and Naomi 

Cashman. 

The Topeka Art Guild supports and promotes the visual arts and art           

education through public programs and exhibitions of original work.  

Executive Committee  

Leanne Kilmer, interim chair 
l_kilmer@hotmail.com 

Suzy Smith, secretary 
dlsuzy02@gmail.com 

Karol Sutherland, treasurer 
krlsthrlnd@yahoo.com 

Lila Bartel 
jbartel@hotmail.com 

Mary Bauer 
mabauer1@cox.net 

Naomi Cashman 
manacash@swbell.net 
Dawn Buttery 

davery710@gmail.com 
Mike Locke 

mlocke@remax.net 
Kris Luber 

krisluber@prodigy.net 
John Riordan 

785-232-6050 
 

 
Phyllis Cory, calendars, pmcory@yahoo.com 

Marie Plinsky, membership, dmplinsky@cox.net 
Sherrie Dick, 3d and gift shop, Sherriedick43@gmail.com 

The Gallery Is Open! 

mailto:l_kilmer@hotmail.com
mailto:dlsuzy02@gmail.com
mailto:krlsthrlnd@yahoo.com
mailto:jbartel@hotmail.com
mailto:mabauer1@cox.net
mailto:manacash@swbell.net
mailto:mlocke@remax.net
mailto:krisluber@prodigy.net
mailto:dmplinsky@cox.net


2 

 

 

 

Current Executive Committee members have worked hard to keep the Guild going during the 
pandemic. New members are needed to guide the Guild into the post-pandemic future.  

We’re happy to report that our leadership positions are being filled by experienced members, 
but we need everyone to help. There’s still a place for you on the Executive Committee, and 
you are invited to volunteer. 

On May 18 we will be voting for new members of the Committee and for officers                                            
— Chair, Vice-chair, Secretary and Treasurer. 

Please add your name to the list  of those willing to be part of the Committee by contacting 
any current member. 

We need you. 

             All-member Meeting 

              May 18, 2021—7 pm 

 

at the TAG Gallery  

in Fairlawn Plaza 

Door prizes will be drawn at the May All-member Meeting. 

• An  earring and pendant set hand made and donated by Leanne Kilmer valued at $35 

• Two car wash certificates valued at $25 each donated by John Riordan and Dorethy Hancock 

you must be present to win 
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Topeka Art Guild website: www.TopekaArtGuild.org 

Are you following the Topeka Art Guild on Facebook? https://www.facebook.com/TopekaArtGuild 

Highlights of the April 13, 2021 
Executive Committee Meeting  

  

• The Executive Committee is upbeat about the upcoming months when TAG can gradually    
return to fulfilling its mission and goals as the pandemic eases. 

• The Committee was pleased with the recent outpouring of grants and donations. 

• The 2021 all-member meeting including voting on Executive Committee members and officers 
will be held on May 18 at 7 pm in the gallery. No food — but door prizes will be given. 

• Next Committee meeting May 11 at 4:00 in the Gallery. All TAG members may attend. 

Welcome new members Cynthia Martin, Maria Martin and Katie Eller. 

The views expressed in the art are an expression of the individual artist 
and not necessarily those of the Topeka Art Guild as an organization. 

Thank you to the following recent donors: Naomi Cashman, Mike Sondgeroth, Marie Plinsky (in memory of James 

Kenny), Connie English, Edwin Eller, Martha Flanigan. 

Cynthia Stotlar-Hedberg donated $1,500 (in honor of Louise “Pansy” Rice Byrd) to fund our 2021 scholarships. 

Ed Bozarth selected the Topeka Art Guild as recipient of $500 in one of its weekly drawings for non-profits. 

Our March fundraiser at LaRocca’s Pizza netted $206 for TAG. 

 Among the 2021 TopArts Grants given by the City of Topeka  are these  

      — involving TAG and some of our members 

Expanding Topeka Area Art Education Opportunities by Topeka Art Guild, Inc. Topeka Art Guild will renew offerings of 

afternoon and evening classes in order to provide opportunities for creating art. Each week, classes will be held on two 

afternoons and one evening with a focus on extending these opportunities to retirees.  $750 

Mindfulness Through Native American Art by artist Lisa LaRue-Baker. Art instructors will attend a two-day workshop 

which will enable them to teach art classes based on Cherokee language, traditional stories and mindfulness exercises. 

Participants will learn how to prepare materials, execute projects successfully and use Cherokee traditional teaching fun-

damentals in helping the students complete the projects. By offering instruction to art teachers, the lesson is magnified, 

multiplied and benefits many more students than would otherwise be possible.  

FSGC Art Day at Home by Family Service & Guidance Center with artists Lila Bartel, Tina Brackman, Anne Kufahl, Gwen 

McClain, Jancy Pettit and Janet Zoble FSGC will hold Art Day at Home in which client children ages 8-18 may create art-

work in a range of media at no charge with instruction from local artists. Children may choose one of eight projects curat-

ed and developed by local artists.  

topekaartguild.org
topekaartguild.org
facebook.com/TopekaArtGuild
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Topeka Art Guild’s Spring Show - Juror's Statement 

 

 

First: “Catch the Morning Flight” C.T. (Fred) Hsia. I was drawn to this piece initially by the com-
position largely of clouds and sky then by the use of color and light. The design elements caught 
my attention and the potential of a dreamy narrative and soft technique held it.  

Second: “Lavender Fields Forever” Kathy Menzie. Color, texture, design and the optical allu-
sion of texture in both the thread work and fabric design was eye catching. The rows of lavender 
pull you into a horizontal background of variegated green trees and the playful title pulls everything 
together. 

Third: “Herengracht Canal” Michael Sondgaroth. Finding the unique within the traditional 
brought me back to this piece several times. The unconventional material pared with color in the 
foreground of this black and white one-point perspective was a delight to conventional design. 

I am always honored when asked to be 
a juror and am excited to see the variety of 
creative new work being produced. Those 
of us who live work in Topeka are lucky to 
be surrounded by so many talented artists 
in our community. The Topeka Art Guild’s 
Spring Show is a prime example of artistic 
diversity and style. It was impressive to 
see media ranging from drawing, painting, 
photography, fiber, mixed media and 
glass. Plus, did I mention the talent? Of 
course, but it needs to be said again. Tal-
ent!                                                    

When judging a show like this of 

my artist colleagues, I look for creative 

pieces with great perspectives and some-

thing that grabs my attention. I look at eve-

ry piece and find those that compel me to 

look closer or go back and look again. Like 

many other artists, I ask myself why this 

artwork catches my interest. Many times, it 

is because of the overall design or the us-

es of a special technique, unusual material 

or narrative. I find myself drawn to a wide 

variety of styles and examine those pieces 

closer, looking at the subject matter and 

special design elements. 

Congratulations to everyone for submitting incredible art-
work to the show! Thank you for allowing me to be a part 
of the exhibition process. I feel privileged to be a part of 
this great community of artists!                           

Monette Mark   2021  
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Honorable Mention  

“Mother Royale” Becky Drager. The thoughtful detail and technique of this realistic portrait is 
complimented by a narrative. We must assume the story, where she sits with her favorite things, 
her dog and an iris cut from the garden. 

“Christmas Expectation” Lila Bartel. In this soft and subtle piece are surprises. Looking closely 
there are sparkles of glitter and metallic paint. The mellow mood makes you wonder what the title 
suggests. Are they waiting for Spring?  

“Wind Work” Charles Benton. There is a beautiful softness captured in the elemental play of 
sand, wind and contrast of foliage. The eye behind the camera captures the landscape and 
brings us the design of nature. 

“Prairie Explorers” Naomi Cashman. The warm sun on a spring day is felt in this painting along 
with curiosity or wonder of something found. The simplicity of the composition allows us to focus 
on the main subjects, the children. 

The Spring Show will be up through May. John Riordan is May Artist of the Month. 
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“I’m funding the Scholarship in honor of my grandmother Louise “Pansy” Rice 
Byrd.  She was an a delightful artist and had a one woman show while she and my 
grandfather Jesse Lee Byrd, MD were living in Colon, Panama. Pansy didn’t enjoy 
living in Panama thanks to the heat, humidity, bugs and snakes but was there 
from 1914 to 1953 while grandfather served as the Canal’s Chief Medical Officer 
for the Army-Air Corp.  To help cope, she took art lessons and became a delightful 
artist. While there, all four of their children including my father were born. They 
were raised in Panama until time for college when they came to the States. At my 
birth, my grandparents came to the states and lived next door to us. She passed 
away when I was 5. I inherited her paints, pastels and love of painting.” 

TOPEKA ART GUILD  

Pansy Louise Byrd  

2021 ART SCHOLARSHIPS  

donated by TAG Life Member Cynthia Stotlar-Hedberg  

in honor of her accomplished and  inspiring grandmother 

Area high school seniors are invited to apply for these college scholarships.  

First prize—$1,000 and runner-up—$500. The deadline to apply is coming fast — May 1.  

Applications are available on the TAG website and from high school art teachers. 


